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LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 


especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Price $2.50 per box. 
Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 





Attention! Young Men Desiring to Enter a Religious 
Nursing Order, Caring for Male Patients Only 


Hundreds of our Catholic young women dedicate their lives to the service of the sick as 
Sisters of Mercy or Charity, but comparatively few young men heed the call of the Master, 
who said, * . I was sick and you comforted Me. 

Catholic young men, consider the Cunareaution of Alexian Brothers, — an Order of are 
men who devote their lives to nursing the sick directly, or indirectly by filling other positions 
in a hospital, for which their talents or inclinations best fit them. For particulars address: 


Brother Novice Master, 
Alexian Brothers’ Monastery & Training School, 
1200-1256 Belden Ave. Chicago, Illinois 





FOUNDED 1855 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Ine. 
The Pioneer Church Candle Manufacturers of America 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


Makers of every grade of Candles known 
Branches: 


NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON 
ST. LOUIS MEXICO CITY 





Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since March, 1919. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
physicians and pilgrims. 10 cents each; $8.00 per 100 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
20 cts. each; 6 for $1.00; 15 cts. each in quantities of 25 or more. 
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Cleophas and St. Luke on the Way to Emmaus. 


“Two of the disciples went that same day to Emmaus... Jesus, Himself also 
drawing near, went with them. But their eyes were held that they should not 
know Him... He said to them: O foolish and slow of heart to believe. .. Ought 
not Christ to have suffered all these things, and so enter into His glory? 


“And they drew nigh to the town, and He made as though He would go 
further. But they constrained Him saying: Abide with us, for it is toward even- 
ing and the day is now far spent” (uke xxiv. 13-30.) 








\ 
n 5 it mS 

















A monthly periodical devoted to the honor of the Mos Blessed Sacrament and 
the consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.50 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. M. F. Burke, D. D. 








Vol. 16 APRIL, 1921 No. 12 








Holy Communion, the Great Gift of Love. 





The Greatest Act of Love. 


WHO CAN comprehend the greatness of the love of Jesus? 
What tongue is capable of praising and magnifying His love 
as it deserves? Come, ye children of men and consider to 
what an extent the love of our Savior has reached. Not only 
did He give us His abiding presence in the tabernacle, to re- 
ceive our adoration; not only did He place Himself into the 
hands of the priest to offer Himself for us in a mysterious 
manner, but He even wished to enter into our very bosom, to 
dwell in us! Our soul is so dear and precious to Him that 
He would not only provide for it like a father, protect and 
enrich it with graces like a benefactor, but He would even 
enter and repose therein and unite Himself most intimately 
with it. How did His omnipotence fulfill the desire of His 
immeasurable love? He prepared for those who fear Him a 
wonderful banquet — He gave Himself to them as food, as 
nourishment. 

When you invite someone to table, and place before him 
the best you have of food and drink, it proves that you truly 
esteem and love your guest. — From what Jesus places before 
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us in the Divine Banquet of Love we may, indeed, conclude 
the greatness of His love for us. With His Flesh He wishes 
to feed us, of His Blood He gives us to drink. “My Flesh,” 
He says, “is meat indeed: and My Blood is drink indeed” 
(John vi. 56). 

In Holy Communion we receive this spiritual nourishment, 
this Divine Food of our soul, Jesus Christ our Lord and God. 
We receive Him whole and entire, truly and substantially, with 
His Divinity and humanity, with Flesh and Blood. We receive 
Jesus who was born of the Virgin Mary, who lived thirty-three 
years upon earth, who redeemed us by His Passion and death, 
who, after a three days’ rest in the grave, rose gloriously from 
the dead; Him we receive with all He is and has, with the 
immeasurable treasury of His merits, with the fullness of His 
graces, with the whole ardor of His love. 

Can there be a more precious gift, a more delicious food, 
than Jesus in Holy Communion? What we there receive 
exceeds all that human wisdom can conceive, all that the most 
tender love could expect. To the Holy Eucharist, as food of 
our souls, may be applied in a special manner the words of 
St. Augustine: “It is impossible for God to give us more. God 
is eternal Wisdom, yet He knows of nothing higher to give 
us; God is almighty power, yet He can give us nothing greater.” 

Had He given us as food the precious fruit from the tree 
of life in paradise, or the miraculous manna that fell from 
heaven, the world would have been astounded at such a wonder. 
But what Jesus gives us in Holy Communion is so infinitely 
sublime, so infinitely holy, that nothing can be compared to 
It: It is the Bread of Life, the Living Bread that came down 
from heaven. Our Divine Lord has invited, yea, commanded 
us, to partake of It: “Take ye and eat: This is My Body” 
(Matt. xxvi. 26). 


His Ardent Craving is Appeased. 


Our Adorable Savior burned with such ardent love for us 
that, in a certain sense, He could not rest until He had trans- 
formed our heart into a crib, in which He could rest; into a 
throne, from which He could dispense His graces! Then 
only, after He had given Himself as food to the soul, was His 
ardent craving satiated. Then had He attained all for which He 
labored. Then God’s dwelling was not only among men, but 
in man himself! Now in very truth we may call Jesus Christ 
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our “Emmanuel,” — that is, “God with us;” now each of us 
is truly a “Christopher,” — a “Christ-bearer”! 

Angels wonder, hell trembles, when a person worthily 
approaches the Holy Table; when a frail creature receives his 
Lord and God. Yet, the creature should not be animated by 
fear when he receives the purest, the holiest One. No; not 
with timidity, but with confidence and love should he receive 
Him. 

David, the man according to the Heart of God, did not 
presume to take the Ark of the Covenant into his house. 
“How shall the Ark of the Lord come to me?” (2 Kings vi. 9) 
he said. We, guilt-laden sinners, whose life is very often not 
according to the Heart and will of God; how shall we presume 
to receive our Lord and God Himself? — Behold, Jesus in all 
humility washed the feet of His disciples before He gave them 
this Heavenly Food. He will likewise purify and sanctify us. 
Thus we, too, may approach the Divine Banquet, because It 
is infinite Love that prepares It, and the same infinite Love 
that invites us to Its reception. 

Yea, Jesus loves us so much that He, our Lord and God, 
not only permits us to receive Him, but He even most ardent- 
ly desires it. He loves us so much that His desire to come 
into our hearts is greater than our desire for Him. He loves 
us so much that He offers us the greatest graces, makes the 
most magnificent promises, and assures us of everlasting life, 
if we present ourselves at His Table with humility and love. 
He loves us so much that He commands us most strictly, under 
penalty of eternal death, to nourish ourselves with His sacred 
Flesh and Blood. “Except you eat the Flesh of the Son of 
Man, and drink His Blood, you shall not have life in you” 
(John vi. 54). 

In Holy Communion our Divine Savior lavishes His love 
upon us without measure, without limit! A great servant 
of God was heard to say: “Nothing can make me doubt the 
sacramental presence of Jesus Christ; but were I asked how 
it is possible that God, in love for man, wishes to become 
even his food, then I could but answer: this dogma of faith 
surpasses my understanding. The love of Jesus Christ is in- 
comprehensible!” 

Intimate Union. 

The thoughts and views of those who love each other are 

most closely united. St. Thomas says, “Those who love each 
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other wish to make but one of themselves.” — Jesus loves us 
infinitely, therefore, His Divine Wisdom devised the most in- 
timate union possible between Himself and us — the union 
through the reception of His Flesh and Blood. 

The food we eat changes itself into our substance; it 
Strengthens, preserves and renews our body. The nourish- 
ment we take enters into the most intrinsic union with our 
body. But when we receive Jesus in Holy Communion, He 
unites Himself far more intimately with our body and our 
soul. He feeds us with His own Flesh and inebriates us with 
His own Blood. However, He is not changed into our sub- 
stance, but we are changed and transformed into Him. St. 
Augustine has our Divine Savior speak thus to the soul: 
“Eat; {but not I will be transformed into thee, like earthly 
food, but thou wilt be transformed into Me.” 

Jesus Himself declares: “He that eateth My Flesh and 
drinketh My Blood, abideth in Me and I in him” (John vi. 57). 
What an intimate union!. Christ is in man, and man in Him, 
His Lord and God! As the soul lives and operates in the 
body, so Christ lives and operates in us, in so far as our free 
will submits itself to Him and places no obstacles to His sway. 

United to Christ through Holy Communion, the soul may 

truly say with the apostle: “I live, now not I: but Christ liveth 
in me” (Gal. ii. 20); for He is the soul of our soul, He fills and 
penetrates it, He absorbs it entirely into Himself. So intimate 
is this union, that the Heavenly Father beholding it, may say 
also to us: “This is My beloved son in whom I am well pleased” 
(Matt. iii. 17). 
‘*_ With a mystic writer, we repeat: “Christ unites Himself 
so closely with us through Holy Communion, that we may 
say it is He Himself who, in us and through us, adores the 
Heavenly Father when we adore, sings His praises when we 
sing, labors when we labor, or suffers when we suffer, for 
the honor of the Most Hith.” It did not suffice Jesus Christ 
to assume one Body in the womb of the Blessed Virgin, 
and to unite Himself to one soul; He wishes to unite Himself 
bodily and spiritually with all the faithful in a mystical manner, 
to use them as so many instruments with which to glorify 
His Father. 

To Him, thirty-three years seemed all too short a time to 
work on earth for the honor of His Father. He wishes to 
work for Him to the end of time. One mouth, one tongue 
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did not suffice to satisfy His longing to proclaim the praise 
of the Divine Majesty; one Heart did not suffice Him to love 
His Eternal Father: He must have every mouth, every tongue, 
every heart, through which to glorify the admirable perfections 
of God, to adore Him, to love Him. It did not suffice Him 
to have offered His life once on Calvary and to renew this 
Sacrifice on our altars: He wishes to offer Himself anew in all 
good souls that, for the honor of His Father, He may subject 
Himself to every form of death which the elect endure to the 
end of time. 


Nothing Greater; Nothing Holier. 


Do you now comprehend, Christian soul, how meritorous 
your works and sufferings become, how precious even your 
death will be, if you are united to Jesus in Holy Communion 
and make His will also your will? Do you realize the value 
and profit of one single Holy Communion, and to what perfec- 
tion it raises you, if you do not oppose the Divine operation 
within you ?— Listen to comparisons from the holy Fathers: — 

“When two pieces of wax are melted together, one seems 
to pass over into the other; so also he who eats the Flesh of 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and drinks His Precious Blood, will, 
as He Himself has said, be found as one with Him” (St. Cyril). 
As iron cast into the fire becomes white with heat and assumes 
all the qualities of fire, without losing its own nature, thus 
the soul through Holy Communion is penetrated by the power 
and spirit of the God within her, without, however, ceasing 
to be what she is: a human soul endowed with free will. As 
the branches are inseparably united to the vine from which 
they receive the same sap that vivifies the vine, thus in Holy 
Communion the spirit and life of Jesus pass into the soul, and 
ennoble and sanctify its works and intentions. “I am the 
vine, you the branches: he that abideth in Me andI in him, 
the same beareth much fruit” (John xv. 5). 

Can there be anything greater for man on earth, anything 
holier, anything more blissful, than to receive Jesus living 
and personally into our soul, and thereby enter into the most 
intimate, into a wholly incomprehensible union with Him? 
Can there be a greater proof of love than we experience 
through the wonderful union with our Lord and God in Holy 
Communion? 

“In no action,” says St. Francis de Sales, “is our Savior 
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thore intimate, more loving, than just in this in which, as it 
were, He annihilates Himself as food, that He may permeate 
our souls and become one with the hearts of the faithful.” 

St. Lawrence Justinian exclaims: “How wonderful, O Lord 
Jesus, is Thy love, that Thou wouldst so incorporate us into 
Thyself, as to make us one heart and one soul with Thee!” 

Now, Christian soul, being assured that your Lord loves 
you so unspeakably that He gives Himself to you so intimate- 
ly, what will you do? Listen to what Jesus Himself requested 
of His faithful servant, Margaret of Ypren, after Holy Com- 
munion. It is meant also for you: — “Behold, My daughter, 
the beautiful union between thee and Me! Love Me and let 
us always remain united!” 


Our Lord’s Journeys and Public Teaching. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich continued. 





Jesus Goes from Abelmahula to Bezech. 


The next morning, Jesus was still at the school of Abel- 
mahula. Finally He was surrounded by the little girls who 
stood close to Him and took hold of His hands and His gar- 
ments. He was exceedingly kind and He exhorted the children 
to obedience and the fear of God. The larger ones stood 
farther back. The disciples were somewhat embarrassed; they 
were anxious for Jesus to leave. In their opinion, such famili- 
arity with children was unbecoming, according to the Jewish 
custom, in a prophet, and could injure His reputation. 

Jesus, however, did not mind them, and when He had 
taught all the children, He admonished the grown people. 
Afterwards, He told one of the disciples to give each little 
girl a present, and each received two small coins. Then Jesus 
gave all the children His blessing, and left the place, going 
eastward toward the Jordan. 

Jesus now came to the lodging-place of Bezech. The pious 
couple who directed this lodging-place were distant relatives 
of the Holy Family. During His stay here, Jesus had several 
private interviews with these good people. This was the first 
lodging-place which was erected from Bethania for Jesus and 
His disciples. About thirty disciples, with Lazarus, arrived 
there, and from his prison in Machaerus, St. John sent some 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 361 


disciples to Jesus, begging Him to manifest Himself more clearly 
and express plainly that He is the Messiah. 

All present, friends and disciples, ate and slept in this 
newly-erected lodging-place with Jesus. Through the fore- 
thought of Lazarus and Martha and the holy women, they found 
ready, dishes, covers, carpets, couches, screens, even sandals 
and some pieces of clothing. It was indeed no little task to 
provide for so many lodging-places and for so many people, and 
to send messengers everywhere. 

Next morning, Jesus delivered a long beautiful discourse 
on a hill where the inhabitants had prepared a‘ teaching-chair 
for Him. A great crowd was assembled, also about ten phari- 
sees who had come from the neighboring places with the inten- 
tion to entrap Jesus in His teaching. Here, Jesus taught very 
mildly and very lovingly to the people who were well-disposed 
and who had amended their lives through John’s teaching, 
especially by the baptism. He exhorted them to remain con- 
tent with their humble condition, to be industrious and merciful. 
He spoke of the time of grace, of the Kingdom, of the Messiah, 
and more distinctly and clearly than previously of Himself. 
He admonished the men and women of every state and age. 

After that, Jesus gave a few touching exhortations to the 
boys and girls. He admonished the boys to practice patience 
among themselves, and if anyone should strike the other or 
throw him to the ground, he should not retaliate, but should 
patiently suffer it, should withdraw and forgive the enemy; 
they should not return ill-treatment. But love shown to them, 
they should return with double love and should even love 
their enemy. They should not covet the goods of others. 
If they should have a writing-point or plaything, or fruit that 
another boy would like to have, they should give him more 
yet than he wanted, in order to satisfy his avarice, provided 
they were permitted to give those things away, because only 
the patient and the loving, and those who are merciful will 
have a seat in His kingdom. This seat, Jesus described to 
them in a childlike manner as a beautiful throne. 

He spoke of earthly goods which we must give up in 
order to obtain the goods of heaven. Among other things. 
He warned the girls not to be jealous when others were pre- 
ferred, nor to envy others on account of their fine clothes. 
But He admonished them to obedience, to love for their parents, 
to kindness and to the fear of the Lord. 
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At the close of the instruction, Jesus turned to His dis- 
ciples, consoled them in an exceedingly kind way, and exhorted 
them to bear all with Him, and not to indulge in any kind 
of worldly care whatsoever. He promised that they should 
be richly rewarded by their Father in heaven, and with Him- 
self should possess the Kingdom. He spoke to them of the 
persecutions which He and they would have to suffer, and 
said plainly: “If the pharisees and sadducees or the Herodians 
should love and praise you, it would be a sign that you had 
wandered from My teaching and were no longer My disciples.” 

Jesus taught in the synagogue from Isaias (51, 12): “I, I 
myself will comfort you.” He spoke against human respect: 
they should not be afraid of the pharisees and other oppressors; 
they should consider that God has created them, and has until 
now taken care of them. 

The next day, Jesus again taught in the synagogue and 
spoke very plainly that He is the Messiah, as many of His 
hearers had been prepared through the teaching of John. He 
said: “The Messiah will gather you together. He will be full 
of wisdom. He will be among men without honor; persecu- 
ted and despised. He will baptize many heathens and purify 
them. The kings taught by Him will be silent.” He recounted 
too, all His deeds and miracles since His baptism, and all 
the persecutions He had suffered at Jerusalem and Nazareth, 
the contempt He had endured and the spying and haughty 
derision of the pharisees. He referred to the miracle at Cana, 
to the healing of the blind, the deaf; the dumb, the lame, and 
to the raising from the dead of the daughter of Jairus of 
Phasael. He pointed in that direction, saying: “It is not very 
far from here. Go and ask whether it is so!” He continued: 
“You have seen and known John. He told you that he is the 
precursor of the Messiah, His way-preparer. Was John soft 
in his manner? tender? affectionate and courteous? Was he 
not rather reared in the wilderness? Did he dwell in palaces? 
eat of dainty dishes? Was he clothed in soft garments? 
Did he speak fine words? — But he called himself the pre- 
cursor — then did not the servant wear the livery of his Lord ? 
Would a king, a rich, a glorious, a powerful king, such as ye 
expect your Messiah to be, have such a precursor? Ye have 
the Redeemer in your midst and refuse to recognize Him. 
He is not according to your pride, because He is not such: as 
ye are yourselves, therefore ye will not accept Him.” 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 863 


It was a powerful discourse! No one dared to contradict 
His teaching. He continued: “John was alone in the desert; 
he did not go to anybody, and yet he did not suit you. I go 
from place to place, teach and heal, and neither does this 
please you. What kind of a Messiah do ye want? Every- 
one wants to have something different.” 

Toward evening when Jesus left the synagogue, there was 
a great crowd of sick waiting for Him outside. There were 
so many sick that Jesus could not go around among them 
all. The disciples helped Him in raising, supporting and un- 
wrapping the sick. At last Jesus laid His hands on the head 
of Andrew, of John and of Judas Barsabas, took their hands 
into His own and commanded them, in His name, to treat the 
sick as He did. They immediately obeyed and cured many. 


Jesus in Ennon. 


Jesus left Bezech, forded the Jordan, and came to Ennon 
a distance of more than six hours from Bezech. A great 
multitude had already assembled. Here also were pharisees 
among them, but they were prudent, unbiased men. The 
pharisees met Jesus with His disciples; they received Him 
quite friendly and refreshed them with honey, bread and with 
a chalice. Jesus remarked that there were well-disposed men 
among the pharisees, but He regretted that they belonged to 
that sect. Jesus healed many sick. Here were lame, dropsical 
and consumptive people; deaf, dumb, and sufferers of all kinds. 

To the pharisees of Ennon, because there were upright 
persons among them, and they had received Him with sinceri- 
ty and respect, Jesus showed a certain preference in com- 
parison with the pharisees in other places. He wished there- 
by to make void the reproach that He associated only with 
publicans, sinners and vagrants. He wanted to show them 
that He left them in all their honor if they conducted 
themselves properly and with upright intentions. 


Mary of Suphan. 


While Jesus was healing, a beautiful, strangely-clad woman 
of middle age, entered the large hall. Her head and hair were 
wound in a thin veil woven with pearls. Her bodice, around 
the neck and breast, was ornamented with cords and pearls. 
Two deeply-folded skirts, one shorter than the other, fell to 
the ankle. Both were of fine white wool embroidered with 
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large flowers of various colors. The sleeves were wide and 
fastened with armlets. From the shoulder hung a mantle that 
fell over the arms. Over this flowed a long white veil. 

She was very sorrowful and depressed, full of shame and 
anxiety when she entered. Her pale countenance betrayed 
bitter weeping, and she was all confused by sadness. She 
wanted to go to Jesus, but there were many people and she 
could not get near Him. The busy pharisees kept her back. 
“Lead me to the prophet that he may forgive my sins and 
heal me,” she said. 

The pharisees replied: “Woman, go home! What do you 
want here? He will not speak to you. How can He forgive 
you your sins? He wishes to have nothing to do with you; 
you are an adultress.” 

When the woman heard this, she grew pale; her counte- 
nance became frightful. She threw herself to the ground, rent 
her mantle from top to bottom, and tore her veil and lamented: 
“Ah, then I am lost! Now they clutch me! Now they tear me 
to pieces! Here they are!” And she named five devils who 
were raging against her: one of her husband’s, the other four 
of her seducers. It was a frightful sight! Some of the women 
standing near raised her from the ground and bore the wailing 
and tormented woman to her home. Jesus knew well what 
was going on, but He did not put the pharisees of this place 
to shame, but continued His healing, for her hour had not yet 
come. 

Afterwards, Jesus, accompanied by the people, His disciples 
and the pharisees, went through the city to the hill upon which 
John the Baptist had formerly taught. The whole hill was 
already covered with expectant people. Here He delivered a 
long discourse in which He spoke of the mercy of God to men, 
especially to His own people. He pointed out the passages 
throughout the entire Scripture which showed God’s guidance 
of His chosen nation, His promises to them, and proved that 
they were all being realized in the present. Jesus questioned 
some of His listeners as to why they had waited until now for 
baptism. Someone answered: “Because John constantly taught 
that One should come, greater than himself. We expected 
this One in order to receive still greater graces.” Thereupon, 
all who were of the same opinion raised their hands. 

The discourse ended about three o’clock in the afternoon. 
Then Jesus and the disciples went with the pharisees down 
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the hill and into the city, where a, great banquet had been 
prepared for Him in one of the public halls. But when He 
drew near the hall, He said: “I have another kind of hunger,” 
and asked (although He knew it) where the woman lived whom 
they had turned away that morning. The house was shown 
to Him. He left His companions and the others stand, and 
went there. 

As Jesus approached, I saw the great torment and anguish 
of the woman in the house. The devil who had possession of 
her, drove her from one corner to the other. She was like a 
frightened animal that wants to hide itself. She fled into a 
cellar and crawled into a cask. The earthen vessel broke with 
aloud crash. Jesus stood still and called: “Mary of Suphan, I 
command thee in the name of God, come to Me!” Then the 
woman, enveloped from head to foot, as if the demon still forced 
her to hide in her mantle, came creeping on all fours to Jesus’ 
feet, like a dog awaiting the whip. But Jesus said to her: “Stand 
up!” She did so, but drew her veil tightly over her face and 
around her neck as if she wanted to strangle herself. 

Then our Lord said: “Uncover thy face!” She unwound 
her veil, but as if forced by an interior power, she kept her 
eyes cast down and averted from Jesus. Jesus bent down His 
head to her and said: “Look at Me!” and she obeyed. He 
breathed upon her; then she trembled and a black vapor went 
out from her on all sides; she sank down before Jesus. Her 
maid-servants, alarmed by the loud bursting of the cask, had 
hurried thither and were standing nearby. Jesus directed them 
to take their mistress into the house and lay her on a bed. He 
soon followed with two disciples who had accompanied Him, 
and found her weeping bitter tears. He went to her, laid His 
hand on her and said: Thy sins are forgiven thee! She wept 
vehemently and sat up. Now her three children entered the 
room, a boy about twelve years old, and two little girls of about 
nine and seven. The girls wore yellow-embroidered tunics - 
with short sleeves. Jesus spoke kindly to the children, asked 
them questions and instructed them. Their mother said: 
“Thank the Prophet! He has cured me!” Whereupon the 
little ones fell on the ground at the feet of Jesus. He blessed 
them, and according to their ages, led one after the other to 
their mother, and laid their hands into hers. It seemed: to me 
that by this action, Jesus removed from them the disgrace of 
their being unlawful children, because they had been conceived 
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the Heavenly Father accept- 
ing the sacrifice of His beloved 
Son, and being reconciled with 
earth; the Holy Ghost apply- 
ing to our souls the merits of 
the Sacrifice of the Cross, plac- 
ing the treasures of Christ’s 


Passion in our hands, 


““God Himself Our Sacri- 
fice’’— a 64-p. booklet on Holy 
Mass. Value of Holy Mass; 
the mysteries renewed; My 
Sacrifice; our own inestimable 


advantages. 


Per copy 10 cts.; $8.00 per 100 
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in adultery. Jesus still consoled the woman, telling her that 
she would be reconciled with her husband, and counseled her 
to continue to live righteously in contrition and penance. After 
that He went with His disciples to the banquet. 

This woman was a distant relative of Noemi. She was a 
Jewess and rich, but an adultress. She lived at her own house 
at Ennon. For a long time she had been filled with sentiments 
of sorrow and had done penance. She conducted herself very 
well and reserved, and the other respectable women of Ennon 
were very good to her. The Baptist’s preaching against Her- 
od’s. unlawful union had still more affected her. She was often 
possessed by five devils. They had again seized upon her 
when, as a last resource, she had gone to the court where 
Jesus was curing the Sick. Her only hope was to be healed by 
Jesus. In her great dejection she had taken the repulsion by 
the pharisees .as true, and it had driven her to the brink of 
despair. Through her descent from Orpha, Ruth’s sister-in-law, 
she was connected with the house of David, the ancestral line 
of Jesus. . 

Jesus entered the banquet-hall in which were the pharisees 
and the rest of the disciples, and took His place with them 
at the table. The pharisees were vexed that Jesus had left 
them and Himself gone to seek the woman whom they had so 
harshly turned away before so many people that morning. 
However, they said nothing, because they were afraid of a 
reproof. Toward the middle of the banquet, the three chil- 
dren of the Suphanite woman came in their holiday dresses. 
One of her little daughters bore a white urn with perfumed 
water, the other had a similar one of nard oil, and the boy 
also had a vessel. They entered the hall, cast themselves 
before Jesus and placed the presents before Him on the table. 
Then Mary herself followed with her maid-servants, but she 
dared not approach. She was veiled and carried a crystal 
platter containing various kinds of precious herbs. 

The pharisees looked with displeasure upon the mother 
and children. But Jesus said to the woman: “Come near, 
Mary!” And she stepped humbly behind Him while her chil- 
dren, to whom she had handed her offering, placed it beside 
theirs upon the table. Jesus thanked her. The pharisees 
murmured as they did later at Magdalen’s gift. They consid- 
ered it a great waste, quite opposed to economy and: compassion 
for the needy. However, they only wanted something to find 
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fault with the poor woman. Jesus spoke to her very kindly 
as also to the children to whom He presented some fruit which 
they took away with them. 

The Suphanite woman remained veiled and humbly standing 
behind Jesus. He said to the pharisees: “All gifts come from 
God. For precious things, gratitude gives the most precious 
it possesses in return, and this is not waste. The people who 
gather and prepare these spices must live, too.” But He 
directed one of the disciples to divide the value of these spi- 
ces among the poor. He also spoke some words about the 
conversion and repentance of this woman, restored her to the 
good opinion of all, and exhorted the inhabitants to treat 
her with love. Mary spoke not a word; she constantly wept 
silent tears beneath her veil. Silently, she cast herself at 
Jesus’ feet, then left the dining-hall. 

Jesus, teaching against adultery, asked: “Who feels him- 
self pure from spiritual adultery?” He said that John had 
not converted Herod, but this woman had converted herself. 
He spoke of the sheep lost and found. He had already consoled 
the poor woman at home, by telling her that her children would 
turn out well, and gave her the hope that she should join the 
women under Martha’s direction and work for the benefit of 
the lodging-places. After the banquet, I saw the disciples 
give abundantly of what was left to the poor. Jesus then 
went down to the west side of the hill of Ennon where the 
camp of the heathens lay at some distance. There Jesus in- 
structed the heathens. To be continued. 


MANITOBA, CANADA: The copies of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” come 
along so faithfully, and it is a great improvement to have it every month. Next 
to my prayer book I love “Tabernacle and Purgatory”. It seems to know our 
every spiritual need. My hour of meditation every afternoon is from “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory”. It is a great comfort to me and our small family of four souls. 


A RELIGIOUS from Connecticut writes: Your dear “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory” just came. It is a little treasure, dear Sisters. 

It delighted me when I saw the account of “True Devotion to Mary”, about 
which volumes could be written. Its effects in the souls of our “band” who have 
had the marvelous grace of embracing it, are wonderful and unspeakable. Pray 
that each one of us may be a true “slave of love.” 


~~ 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 








Necessity of Mental Prayer. 


By Cardinal Gasquet. 





IT IS IMPOSSIBLE to insist too strongly on the necessity 
of mental prayer for every religious. Upon this exercise in 
great measure depends our progress in the spiritual union of 
our souls with God. It has been said that even a Christian 
in the world cannot, without danger to his salvation, entirely 
neglect this intimate communion with his Creator. 

In our vocal prayers, although we make their sentiments 
and aspiration our own, we frequently feel that we are merely 
adopting the expressions of another. They leave our inward 
beings cold and our hearts unmoved, and in so far as this is 
so, they do not imply any true out-pouring of our inmost hearts 
and souls to God. In fact it requires very little experience to 
- prove to us that the intimate communion with God in mental 
prayer is almost essential to the proper raising of our minds 
to heavenly things during the time of our vocal prayer. It is 
the true source of the fire which should warm our hearts at 
all times and particularly when we come before God’s pres- 
ence in prayer time. 

Writing about our mental prayer, in his own incomparable 
way, Bishop Hedley puts this point very clearly: “It is the 
hour,” he writes, “in which the soul lives: that is, lives its 
true life and rehearses for that life of eternity, in which prayer 
in its highest sense will be its rapture. It is the hour of its 
intensest discipline, when acts are produced which vibrate 
long afterwards through the hours of the day, through the 
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spaces of life. It is the hour of speaking to God-in His Holy 
of Holies, where the soul finds insight and strength and en- 
durance. It is the hour of calm when the thronging elements 
of man’s personal life:are ranged in order and marshalled to 
obedience, so that the’will may aim at one thing, and-one thing 
alone. It is the hour of the kindling of that precious fire — the 
fire of Divine Love— which must burn through every pulsation 
of life, or else life’s deeds can never be borne to the heavens, 
but must drop like leaves to wither on earth. It is the hour 
when the continual presence of the awful Sovereign of the 
creature is, in a certain sense, made actual and real, when 
the heart speaks to God, and — what is of infinitely greater 
moment — when God speaks to the heart.” 

It would be impossible to describe more truly the nature 
and importance of mental prayer for the soul than in these 
thrilling words. But I fear from my own experience that there 
are many who, although anxious to draw near to God in their 
life of prayer, in practice find that they have not derived that 
help from it, which they had hoped to obtain. Why is this? 
Why this failure even in spite of the best desires of the heart? 
To some extent at least, as it seems to me, this arises from 
a misconception of the true nature of this form -of prayer. 

I must confess that for some years I myself had a wrong 
notion of the real object of mental prayer and of how to secure 
the spiritual advantages which I felt should be derived from 
its exercise. What I thought was the chief thing to be aimed 
at was the mental exercise — the clear thinking out of the 
subject of the meditation — and that the prayer came in merely 
as a conclusion — a sort of grace of thanksgiving after the 
intellectual meal. Looking back to those early years, I recall 
the frequent failures and consequent disgust with myself at 
not being able to “think out” clearly the subject which I had 
chosen for my morning meditation. It is true that I knew 
that in some way or another the daily exercise should be 
brought into relation with my life and should be ended with 
certain acts and resolutions. But I fear that the relation of 
my mental exercise in the morning with the subsequent actions 
of the day was not as a rule very practical. The acts and 
resolutions of my morning prayer in other words were not 
much more than mere formalities. What started me along 
the wrong road was the wrong idea I formed as to the formal 
rules for meditation, which I considered as the most essential 
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parts of the exercise instead of their being mere aids to it. 

Far be it from me to disparage the necessary work of 
preparation and the utility of forms; but these should be 
merely the helps to enable the soul to rise to the heights of 
true prayer. They give, and are intended to give, the nec- 
essary impetus to the mind to overcome the attraction of 
material things and to set it in the spiritual plane. Just as 
a bird before it can rise into the air; or as we see in these 
days, a flying machine, requires the impetus of a rapid pas- 
sage along the ground before the force of gravitation can be 
overcome, so does a soul before it can rise to the heights it 
is capable of attaining require the help of external forms 
and intellectual preparation. But if any real progress in men- 
tal prayer, in its true sense, is to be made, it is never to be 
forgotten that these external helps are mere helps and not 
the substance of the prayer itself. 

Above all things, it is necessary to discard the false notion 
that the main thing in meditation is to think out carefully 
and logically some spiritual subject. The sole purpose of 
mental prayer is to endeavor to draw near unto God, to bring 
Him practically into my life and to speak to Him in intimate 
converse. Oh! the precious opportunities wasted in formalities 
and preparations; in useless reflections upon religious subjects 
of all kinds. 

Afterwards I came to know that I was not alone in the 
wrong notions I had formed about the true nature and object 
of mental prayer. As in my own case, I found other souls 
who had been for years struggling in vain to make profit 
out of their hours of meditation. They had not grasped the 
notion that the whole object of the exercise was by it to 
strengthen the sense of God’s intimate and abiding presence 
in the soul and to speak to Him of their needs and plead with - 
Him for their infidelities to His grace. And yet it is all so 
plain: God has made us for Himself, and our object in life 
should be to seek the closest possible union of our souls with 
Him, which should be the end of our existence. For this 
reason alone, because in mental prayer we strive to realize 
and perfect this union, it is of all the exercises of the spiritual 
life the most important. 











NOMEN VIRGINIS 





True Devotion to Mary. 


According to Bl. de Montfort continued. 





POWERFUL are the motives that induce us to practice 
generously and unselfishly this golden devotion to Mary. The 
first motive lies in the excellent fruits which we derive from 
our perfect surrender. 

Our highest and noblest duty upon earth is to serve God. 
What dignity and power the perfect servant of God possesses 
who has dedicated himself without reserve to God’s service. 
What dignity the servant of Mary possesses who has conse- 
crated himself entirely to Mary, that he may thus attain to 
the perfect love of Jesus! All the riches of this earth, yea! 
all the glory of heaven cannot fully recompense such service, 

In other confraternities and congregations, the Church 
requests only the sacrifice of some practices and prayers. 
But more than this is required of a soul who espouses true 
devotion to Mary. In the perfect consecration of ourselves to 
Jesus through Mary, we give our body and soul, all our 
thoughts, words, works, and sufferings: the whole time of our 
life without reserve. Thus, all that we do, whether we wake 
or sleep, “whether you eat or drink” (1 Cor. x. 31), all is for 
love of Jesus and Mary, even though we should not make the 
special intention before each action, provided we have not 
formally revoked our consecration. What a consolation for a 
Christian soul to be able to say: I am a servant of God; for 
every step and pain, every word and work, I earn. an everlasting 
reward! What a consolation at the end of each week, each 
month, each year, but above all, at the hour of death: his 
works follow him into eternity. 





~ 
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Self-love and selfishness, like a venomous poison, taint 
everything we do, and corrupt even our best works. Now, 
there is no practice that will free us from our self-love more 
readily, more gently and more effectually, than true devotion 
to Mary. As a reward for our disinterested surrender of 
ourselves to Him through Mary, our dear Lord most gladly 
gives us the great grace of freedom from self-love. 

In the holy Gospel, Christ promises to all those who 
renounce exterior temporal good, a hundredfold reward in 
this world, and life eternal in the next. How sublime, then, 
will be the recompense of those who also offer Him their 
spiritual goods! 

Finally, Jesus Christ, our most faithful Friend, has given 
Himself to us without reserve, with Body and Soul, with all 
His graces and merits. “He has completely conquered me by 
giving His entire Self to me,” says St. Bernard. Do not justice 
and gratitude require that we, too, give all we can to Him? 
With the generous He will be generous. 

Oh, let us surrender ourselves wholly to Him! Let us give 
Him all we have, and we shall experience the effects of infinite 
liberality in life, in death, and still more throughout eternity! 


To be continued. 


Again and again we have received pressing requests from our 
friends, urging us to print the ‘“True Devotion to Mary” in booklet 
form. We are, indeed, very anxious to spread this heavenly devo- 
tion most effectually. Beginning with May, we will give as a pre- 
mium for one new subscription, an attractive sixty-four-page 
brochure, ‘“De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary.” This is extracted 
from ‘“The Golden Book”. It explains clearly and in detail the 
beautiful, unparalleled devotionto Mary. For three new subscrip- 
tions you will receive ‘“The Golden Book”, red edge, with its wealth 
of praises, prayers and practices in honor of the Blessed Virgin. For 
six new subscriptions, the same book, gold edge, leather binding. 


eee 


“| Communion Devotions in Union with Mary. Frequent communi- 
cants, especially will welcome this collection of prayers containing 
the method of receiving Holy Communion in Union with Mary; also 
a Mass Devotion in honor of Our Lady. 

‘The Communion in which you offer to Jesus the Heart of His 
Mother is the Communion in which our Lord most delights, and which 
most glorifies the Eternal Father.” — B/. de Montfort. 


Per copy 5 cts.; $4.00 per 100 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








374 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Converted by Looking at Our Savior’s Holy Face. 





ST. VINCENT DE PAUL once visited a young man who 
he knew was utterly estranged from God by his depraved and 
licentious life. He tried by every means and argument to 
convert the youthful sinner, but soon was forced to admit the 
futility of his efforts. ; 

“IT will not confess. I will not change my life,” said the 
degraded man. “It is impossible for me to give up my sinful 
habits; they have become second nature to me.” 

The saint was exceedingly grieved by this blasphemous 
opposition to grace. Realizing how ineffectual were his efforts, 
he decided, by a stratagem, to win the heart that refused to 
be taken by force. 

“Well,” said the saint, “I cannot and will not force 
you to renounce the sin to which you are so strongly attached; 
yet I grieve to see you rushing headlong to perdition. But I 
have one request to make...” 

“What is it?” asked the young man eagerly. 

“As a youth of good education, you will surely not refuse 
a little pleasure to an aged man, the more so, as the favor 
will cause you no trouble or expense.” 

“Certainly!” replied the youth, curious as to what request 
the saint might have. “Ask, Father. Anything that will afford 
you pleasure, I will assuredly give you. Only one thing do 
not demand of me: to change my life.” 

St. Vincent took a small picture from his breviary and 
offered it to the youth. “Do me the favor, I entreat you, to 
look at this picture for one minute every evening before you 
retire.” 

“Is that all?” interrupted the youth laughing. , 

“Nothing more; that will suffice,” replied the saint with 
an earnest smile. 

The saint and the sinner parted. That night, or rather, 
éarly the next morning when the young man returned home 
- after a night of revelry, he did as he had promised. Seated 
on his bed, he gazed at the picture for one minute. It was 
a representation, familiar to us even now, of the Holy Face 
of our Savior as it was imprinted on the veil of Veronica along 
the dolorous way to Calvary. 

The first evening the youth did not think much about it; 
he laid the image aside quite unmoved. The second night it 








seemed more horrible; the third, he found it tedious always 
to look at the same picture. On the fourth night he again 
looked at it, because, as a man of honor, he wished to keep his 
promise made to St. Vincent. He faithfully continued for eight, 
ten, twelve days. On the thirteenth day, changed and con- 
trite he sought the saint. 

“Reverend Father,” he said, “I wish to go to confession.” 

“What! dol hear aright? You wish to go to confession!” 
exclaimed the saint, overjoyed at this happy transformation. 

“Yes,” replied the youth, “I wish to make my confession; 
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I can bear it no longer! The Countenance of my Savior, 
streaming with Blood and tears, reproaches me too bitterly! 
I will return to God and make my peace with Him.” 

The converted sinner made a contrite general confession. 
He remained true to his resolution, and ever after led an ex- 
emplary life. 


eee = 


St. Gertrude the Great. 


Continued. 


St. Gertrude and Holy Communion. 


BREAD from heaven was the nourishment of this virginal 
spouse of Christ. Gertrude knew well who was hidden under 
this precious Food, for often her purified gaze was permitted 
to penetrate the veil, and she beheld her Divine Bridegroom 
-in a state of extreme love and mercy toward the children of 
men. What must have been the burning ardor with which 
. she approached the Banquet of Love! But she was fully con- 
scious of her own wretchedness. She realized how poor is 
man’s preparation to receive the Most. High who desires to 
give Himself tousin Holy Communion. “Behold, already the 
Bridegroom calls thee,” she would say to herself, “but how 
wilt thou go to meet Him, since thou hast not the adornment 
of good works?” 

Yet, she did not dwell on these reflections of her unworthi- 
ness. Instantly she placed all her hope in God’s goodness by 
saying: “What will it avail to hesitate? Even if a thousand 
years were given me, I could nevertheless, not prepare my- 
self fittingly. I will therefore go to meet Him with confidence 
and humility, and when my Lord sees me from afar, He will 
send in advance a garment wherein I may be fittingly clad to 
be presented to Him.” 

Animating her heart with such sentiments, she kept the 
eyes of her soul directed on her vileness. Our Lord, taking 
pity on her, sent her the virtues of His Sacred Heart: His 
innocence, humility, love and confidence. Adorned therewith, 
she approached Him, and was most lovingly received by the 
Eternal Son and the Heavenly Father. Often, too, she would 
ask the sweet Mother of God to adorn her heart and lead her 
to the altar. 

In all Gertrude’s writings, amid the numberless irresist-. 
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ible invitations of the Heart of Jesus urging men to seek Him 
in the Eucharist, we find but one passage breathing the spirit 
of severity. It refers to those communicants who permit their 
tongue to be stained by sins of uncharitableness and criticism. 
One day after Holy Communion, St. Gertrude was considering 
with what care she should use her tongue, honored above all 
the members of the body by being sanctified by this precious 
Mystery — Jesus being laid on the tongue in Holy Communion. 
Our Lord instructed her by this comparison : — 

One who does not abstain from vain, idle, or sinful dis- 
course, and who approaches Holy Communion without repent- 
ance, is like a person who gathers a heap of stones at the 
threshold of his door to throw at his guest when he comes to 
visit him, or beats him cruelly on the head with a rod. 

Once Gertrude felt slightly provoked when she noticed a 
certain religious approach Holy Communion with extreme 
timidity. Our Lord rebuked her, however. “Dost thou not 
realize,” He said, “that I deserve reverence, equally as much 
as love? But as human frailty is incapable of rendering both, 
I inspire one with reverence, and to another I give the unction 
of My love.” 


Advantages of Fervent and Frequent Communion. 


Our Savior then instructed St. Gertrude regarding the 
advantages of frequent Communion. He desires all the faith- 
ful to approach Him. His Heart is ever open to the weakest 
and most imperfect, if their venial sins are more a consequence 
of human frailty than of a perverse will. He complains if 
they absent themselves from this Banquet of Love, because 
they do not see the “tenderness of His paternal Heart.” Once, 
as our saint was about to communicate, she asked: “O Lord, 
what wilt thou give me?” 

“I will give Myself to thee entirely,” He replied, “with all 
the virtue of My Divinity, even as My Virgin-Mother received 
Me.” 

“But,” inquired Gertrude further, “what shall I gain by 
this more than those persons who received Thee yesterday 
with me, and who will receive Thee today, since Thou dost 
always give Thyself entirely and without reserve ?” 

Jesus deigned to reply: “It is a time-honored custom that 
one who has twice held the office of governor excels in honor 
him who has filled that office but once. Likewise, those shall 
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be more glorious in heaven, who shall have received Me 
oftener on earth... | 

“In communicating but once, the Christian receives Me 
for his salvation, with all My goods —that is, with the united 
treasures of My Divinity and Humanity; but he does not ap- 
propriate the abundance of these treasures except by repeated 
Communions. At each new Communion, I increase, I multiply 
the riches which are to constitute his happiness in heaven!... 

“He who communicates from habit does not taste the 
sweetness of the Eucharist; whilst he who prepares his heart 
for Its reception by exercises of piety and devotion, tastes of 
this sweetness in proportion to his good disposition. In fine, 
he who approaches Me with fear and reverence, is less eagerly 
welcomed than he who comes to Me from a motive of pure 
love.” 

On another occasion our Savior revealed to St. Gertrude 
in these touching words, the love of His Divine Heart in the 
Holy Eucharist: “My delights are to be with the children of 
men. To satisfy My love I have instituted this Sacrament. 
I have obliged Myself to remain therein even to the end of 
the world, and I wish It to be frequently received.. Should 
anyone deter a soul, mot in the state of mortal sin, from Com- 
munion, he would impede the delight of My Heart. I have 
done My utmost to manifest the tenderness of My Heart in 
the Blessed Eucharist. When, impelled by the vehemence of 
My love, I enter a soul by Communion, I fill it with graces, 
and all the inhabitants of heaven and earth, and all the souls 
in purgatory experience at the same moment some new effect 
of My bounty.” 

Once after St. Gertrude had heard a long and terrible ser- 
mon upon God’s holiness and justice, and the great fear with 
which one should approach the Sacraments, Jesus said to her: 
“It is not My justice, but My goodness and tenderness which 
I strive to manifest in the Eucharist. To be convinced of this, 
consider how I am imprisoned in a small ciborium, and under 
what lowly appearances I come to men, I, the King of glory! 
Even thus is My justice imprisoned by My mercy, My sweet 
mercy, which alone I extend to all in this Sacrament. Dost 
thou not see that whilst reducing Myself to the tiny propor- 
tions of the Host, I really subordinate My Body thus humili- 
ated, to the body of him who receives Me?” 


To be continued. 
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Easter Joys. 





A GENEROUS HEART feels the need of giving joy, of 
showing love and mercy to those in great distress. In the March 
issue of ‘““Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ we begged for alms, es- 
pecially for the poor Carmelite nuns of Germany and Austria. 
The Carmelite Order dates its origin to the prophets and soli- 
taries who dwelt on the Mount of Carmel in Palastine, even 
before the coming of Christ. In the 16th century, God raised 
up St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa who where destined 
to be Reformers of this Order by renewing the primitive fervor 
of its spirit. The Carmelite rule is one of the strictest ob- 
served in the Church; for instance, the “‘discalced’’ Carmelites 
wear only sandals, however bitter the cold; their fasts and 
mortifications are rigorous. Some may ask: “Of what benefit 
are such persons to society ?’’ We answer: “Their mission is 
that of prayer and suffering for the welfare of the Church.’’ 
It has been revealed that St. Teresa, the cloistered contempla- 
tive nun, gained as many souls for God by her prayers, as 
St. Francis Xavier converted by his missionary labors. When 
the “Little Flower of Jesus’? was asked why she entered the 
Carmelite Order, she replied: “To save souls and to pray for 
priests !’’ 

The third order of Carmelite nuns devote themselves to 
the care of children. The distress in these institutions is very 
great and help most urgently needed. The discalced Carmelites 
live in strict enclosure, and suffer still greater want, as they 
have scarcely any sources of income. Up to the present 
date, we have sent money to thirty-three Carmelite convents, 
though we regret that we were able to forward only from 
forty to fifty dollars to each. To a few, we sent $100.00 
to $200.00. On March 12th, we sent $1000.00, to the Convent 
at Danzig. There the bitterest distress reigns. Just read 
their letter! Heartrending is also the letter from the Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration in Tyrol. To these good Sisters we 
could likewise forward $400.00. Be assured, all the convents 
will pray for their benefactors! 

And let us not forget the secular and religious clergy. Many 
priests cannot subsist without Mass stipends. Nuns and priests 
are the favorites of the Lord, as precious in His sight as the 
apple of His eye. Certainly God will graciously. look down 
upon the Sacrifice and prayers of so many priests, nuns and 
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children, and for their sake be merciful to us. Holy Scripture 
says: “The Lord will not forget the prayer of the poor;’’ and 
who is poorer at present than the priests and nuns of Austria 
and many districts of Germany ! 

Grace abounding Easter Joys to all our esteemed readers! 


Kaernten, Austria. 
Dear Reverend Father, 

His Grace, the highly esteemed prelate, Boniface Ecker, has 
given me 50 Mass stipends from the generous alms you sent him recently. I am 
director of the diocesan seminary, Marianum, which at present supports 140 stu- 
dents. From the following you may judge our great financial distress : — 

A student pays on the average, 800 crowns a year for his board and tuition — 
scarcely $2.00! We are in greatest need of food and fuel! Two days ago | 
wanted to buy a load of wood, but couldn’t because | had not the money. Think! 
I would have had to pay 14,000 crowns! Therefore we suffer intensely from the 
cold; we have no warm clothing to protect us from the bitter winter. The prices 
for the most necessary provisions are enormous! 

Sixteen Sisters of Mercy do the housework for us. The sixteen together earn, 
that is, | cannot give them more, 187 crowns a month. — (Not quite 50 cents!) 
Since the beginning of the unhappy war and after, these poor Sisters have not 
been able to buy themselves the least clothing or shoes. Last Sunday I lent my 
own shoes to one of the Sisters so she could attend the services in the parish church. 

From all this, you will see, Reverend Father, how we stand. May the Lord 
repay you and our noble benefactors a thousandfold for all you have done, and 
intend to do for us. Our students daily pray for their benefactors. I, myself, say 
a Holy Mass each Sunday for the same intention; although there is perhaps not 
one Mass in which I do not commend our charitable friends with all my heart to 
God. I donot know how many Holy Communions the dear Sisters will offer! 
They are so overjoyed and deeply grateful that, for once, they have been remem- 
bered. Until now we had received no help from outside, no aid from America, as 
our communication with other countries is dificult. The good people of our own 
country are themselves very poor, and the rich give nothing for charitable purposes. 
Thus, opulence and the greatest poverty live side by side. Oh, at times, our de- 
pressed heart would almost give way to despair! 

Please, Reverend Father, will you extend our most sincere thanks to all our 
gracious benefactors. Oh, may the Lord bless them all! The Very Rev. Abbot, 
Boniface Ecker, with his golden heart, takes the greatest delight in distributing 
alms. Just lately he spent the entire afternoon in going from one convent to 
another, everywhere giving help and soothing misery, so that on the following day 
he returned exhausted and quite sick. Together we made out a list of the most 
destitute priests of the diocese, and sent them intentions, in order to give each one 
at least something. And now, Reverend Father, you won’t be displeased, will 
you, because the Abbot has been good to me, too, and to our Marianum? 

I have not exaggerated the above statements. Oh! conditions are very gloomy 
for us. However, we have never been utterly forsaken by God. Help always 
came somehow. Again our heartiest thanks! I do not venture at all to ask for 
the future. But if you should have the opportunity, and it would be possible to 
send again, oh, then I beg you, do not forget us! We will be immensely grateful 
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to you. Oh, that we may live through these pressing times, as we are so very poor, 
especially in domestic clergy! 
Once more, a hearty ‘‘God reward you!’’- 
Your most humble, 
Rev. P. Brun., Director. 


P. S. On March 4th we sent to the worthy Director $1000.00 to be divided among 
the priests, sisters and the seminary. We shall print the answer when we receive it. 


Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Tyrol. 
Reverend Father Lukas, Spiritual Director. 
Dear Reverend Father, 

How shall | thank you for your extraordi- 
mary generosity in sending us so liberal a donation! Words utterly fail 
me! Jesus, our Divine Master, be praised that He has opened to us 
so noble a heart as yours. May He, in His infinite goodness, reward 
you and our dear benefactors a hundredfold with bountiful blessings 
and graces for all the kindness and charity you have shown us. Being 
poor in earthly goods, we can repay you only by prayers, and this we 
gladly do unceasingly. All our good Sisters implore Jesus in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament for you, Reverend Father, for the whole convent 
and for all benefactors. 

The main object of our holy Order is the Perpetual Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Exposed on our altar, day and night, Jesus in the 
Sacred Host accepts from us, His unworthy spouses, our homage of 
adoration and supplication for those who forget Him by their ingrati- 
tude and offend Him by their sins. 

Despite the fact that the number of our Sisters is diminishing, we 
have thus far always fulfilled our sweet and holy obligation, day and 
night, although under extreme difficulties and hardships. We have lost 
fifteen Sisters by death; most of the others are scarcely able to walk, 
on account of the poor nourishment they have received. For a long 
time we had no other food except vegetables boiled in water, only a 
piece of potatoe each day, scarcely any bread, and nothing at all of 


fat. — Owing to lack of proper nourishment, the Sisters are afflicted — 


with a malady which the physicians pronounce softening of the bone. 
Their feet become paralyzed, and they can move about only with great 
effort by means of a cane. Some suffer intense pain from curvature 
of the spine. Only the very best of care can restore them, but we 
have no financial means. 

True, more food can now be procured, but the prices are so high, 
that | am unable to buy much. It is the same with fuel; everything 
is so exhorbitantly expensive, that | must consider myself fortunate if 
I can pay for the wood we need for cooking. Here in the mountains 
all is covered with snow and ice. It is bitterly cold; the suffering limbs 
are greatly in need of warmth. Oh, my heart verily bleeds because I 
am unable to give any aid! 

Candles, and eveything needful for the church for our Divine Master, 
are exceedingly high-priced; our means have become exhausted there- 
from. Yet, I consider my first and most sacred duty to give everything 
for this purpose. We therefore gladly suffer great privations often. 
In addition, we are threatened with an enormous tax imposed by the 
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government. I do not know whence we shall obtain this money! Then 
we will scarcely be able to buy a crust of bread! 

Reverend Father, believe me, my distress and anxiety are very 
great as I have nearly 50 Sisters to provide for. However, the greater 
our distress, the greater our trust in God. In consequence of the war, 
we must depend altogether on Divine Providence and the kindness and 
charity of noble-minded persons. Through your generous alms, Reverend 
Father, you have come to the aid of truly deserving and needy poor. 
For all our benefactors we offer up every month four days of Exposition, 
during which we recommend their necessities to God day and night... 

Accept, Reverend Father, our most sincere thanks and the expres- 
sion of our deepest reverence. : 

Your humble servant in Christ, 
Mother M. Magdalen Stehmann, Superior. 


Treffen, Febr. 20, 1921. 

Dear Benedictine Sisters, 

May I venture to address a few lines to you? Central 
Europe, especially Austria, is utterly poverty stricken. How terribly we ex- 
perience this in the high mountainous districts, | cannot describe in detail. Of 
myself I will say nothing, that I may say more of the charges entrusted to my 
care. In my orphanage I have 130 children, often 150. These need daily 
provisions worth 5,000 crowns. Of course, that is barely $8.00, but in our 
money it is an immense sum. And now, when shoes, clothing, linens, etc., must 
be bought, the total amounts to 100,000 crowns and more. Besides these 
orphans, I am supporting four young men who are studying for the priesthood. 
They are making splendid progress — but, will I be able to hold out? Can I 
raise the means? With help from America, yes! Later.on, these students will 
daily remember their benefactors in the Holy Sacrifice of Mass, and now in 
every prayer. Is there anything more beautiful than to educate ministers for 
the altar? In this rich merit I would have you and yours partake. 

And I beg you, oh, do something for my orphan children and for my priests 
and students! I am in great want of priests. One hundred-eighty parishes have 
no pastors! I had compassion on the people, and although thirty-six years of 
age, I resolved to enter the priesthood. Oh, how I long to give the necessary 
pastors to the Catholic population! Therefore I determined to assist talented, 
poor boys in their studies for the sacred ministry. Two stood at the portals 
and were about to have their desire realized — but the unhappy war claimed 
them; they remained victims on the battlefield. Now, I still have four candi- 
dates, honest, intelligent boys. Shall they, on account of poverty, choose 
another vocation? That would be a bitter disappointment to me, to the students 
and to the people. 

Shoes, clothing, board, everything they have had so far, I have provided; 
and during vacation they lived with me in the house. But now I am completely 
impoverished, and, it will be impossible for me to support them. Help me for 
my orphans and poor priests and students. Without successors to the priest- 
hood, our Catholic people are doomed. The enemies of the Church endeavor 
by every means to check the continuance of the priesthood. Oh, that noble, 
generous souls would assist me with their mite! 

Commending myself to all charitable hearts, I sign myself with all respect, 

William Krandick, Pastor. 
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Danzig, Febr. 11, 1921. 
Dear Venerable Mother, 

Divine Providence brought us great joy today through 
an offering of 2,000 Mark, for which we must thank the Ven. Benedictine 
Sisters in Clyde. A hearty ‘‘God bless you’’ and our sincere thanks in the 
name of our 324 poor children. We live in greatest want, and urgently 
need assistance for the keeping up of our children. Our home is a frame 
barrack built during the war. Oh, if you could see this shed! the want 
and misery of our dear children and Sisters! 

Yesterday on our charity trips, we visited a poor consumptive woman 
with her child of eight months. The poor child was bundled up in a dirty 
cloth. When we removed the rags, a rat jumped out! How sad! It was 
four o’clock in the afternoon when we were there, and neither mother 
nor child had tasted the least food within twenty-four hours. They had 
but a few potatoes, and these were half eaten by the rats. For months 
this poor little baby has not received a drop of milk. 

Another instance. On our errands, we came to another family with 
eight children; the mother was in a dying condition. The physician stated 
actual starvation of every member of the family. A child of six months, 
without a scrap of clothing, lay on a bundle of straw by the stove. The 
woman receives milk-cards for the child, but has no money to pay for the 
milk. We took six of these children into our home, to the great consolation 
of the dying mother. Divine Providence will help us to feed also this ad- 
ditional half dozen children. Now we have 324 such children in our home — 
the poorest of the poor! 

Yesterday we ordered the most necessary supplies, although we do 
not know yet wherewith to pay the bill. We have no coal, hardly any 
fuel, and the children suffer greatly from cold. There were a few trees 
in the garden; we had to cut them down, and the Sisters sawed the heavy 
logs themselves. Our poor home is built of boards. When it rains, the 
water stands on the floor. But our greatest anxiety is how to procure 
food for 350 persons! To suffer hunger and cold for days, weeks and 
months is dreadful. Every morning, from four to five o’clock, no matter 
how cold the weather, we must stand in a road and wait till the potato 
dealer comes. At 7:30 the store is opened. Three or four policemen 
keep order. Danzig is cut off from neighboring countries by high and 
very rigorous duties. Hence our extreme need. 

In the Name of the poor Infant Jesus we beg you, do not grow 
weary of helping us. Oh, Ven. Mother, give a little piece of bread to 
each of our 324 little ones, for hunger is dreadful! Plead with your 
friends! Plead on our behalf! The God of mercy will bountifully 
repay each gift. Has He not Himself said: ‘‘What you did to the 
least of My brethren, you did it to Me’’? Help us, at least for a while. 
We all will remember you in our prayers. For every gift, each of our 
324 little ones calls out: ‘‘God repay you a thousandfold!’’ With our 
whole heart we wish that you may never experience similar distress. 


Your ever grateful, 


Sr. M. Antonia, Carmel D.C. J. 
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Convent Carmel, Germany, Febr. 9, 1921. 
Dear Ven. Mother in Christ, 

How very graciously did you surprise and 
delight us with your generous gift! We stood amazed at Divine Provi- 
dence, that in our daily solicitude, we could again breathe freely. How 
joyfully could we devote ourselves to the Forty Hour prayer knowing, 
that now we could procure the most urgent necessaries. 

May God repay and bless all benefactors and friends who have la- 
bored for our good! May the most precious graces stream forth from 
the Tabernacle upon all charitable hearts for their truly Christian sym- 
pathy. We only wish that fair America with its noble inhabitants may 
never be forced to undergo such want. A hundredfold thanks ia the 
name of all our sister-religious. God knows each giver whose heart He 
has directed to aid those who place their trust in Him and He will re- 
ward. Our total income consists of 3,000 Mark. But no murmuring; 
rather will we thank God from day to day, and trust in Him. 

In greatest respect and esteem, allow us to greet all our benefactors. 

The Carmelite Nuns of St. Joseph. 


Bonn, Jan. 14, 1921. 
Dear Ven. Mother, 

Just now we received the sum you sent. We were speechless at 
sight of the great unexpected gift. As sent from heaven, this offering came in these 
days of greatest need and care. O dear, generous Mother! You have no idea 
of our distressing situation and our great want; therefore you can scarcely form 
any idea of the joy and happiness your favor brought us. Already two weeks our 
dear Ven. Mother has been seriously ill from sheer worry. 

How infinitely good is our dear, sweet Jesus, who sends such wonderful help 
to His sorely tried spouses. Gratitude, sincere and deepest gratitude rises up from 
the depths of our hearts to all our generous benefactors. May our dear Savior 
reward their noble deed a thousandfold. By fervent prayer, general Holy Com- 
munions and hours of adoration which we will offer for our benevolent friends, we 


shall try to give expression to our deep gratitude. 
. Convent “Mary Help’’. 


Linz, Austria. 
Dear Venerable Sisters, 

In 1893 when the writer of these lines was chaplain 
of the city parish, Linz, he founded an asylum for children in Margareten, 
asuburb. This section is populated only by poor laborers. With the 
help of God and assistance from charitable people, I have until now been 
able to support the institution. The foster mothers of these destitute 
little ones are the Ven. Sisters of the Third Order of Mt. Carmel. As 
recompense for their thorny labors, these sacrificial souls together re- 
ceive but 1,000 crowns, according to your money, scarcely $2.00! It 
is impossible to continue thus. Without support, this so necessary 
institute must succumb. 

The undersigned, Sisters and children will never forget their dear 
benefactors at the Holy Sacrifice nor in their prayers. May the Lord 
send us benefactors! 

Francis Web., Spiritual Dir. 
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A RELIGIOUS: “I know of no literature more beautiful, more devotional 
than yours. No doubt, because it breathes the soul of the loving St. Gertrude, 
‘saint of the Sacred Heart.’” F 


CALIFORNIA: “Oh, how happy a person, after coming from hard work to 
read these lovely booklets! What heavenly consolation! A thousand thanks to 
God for giving us such beautiful reading. And God’s blessing fall upon you!” 


From Olivet to Calvary New 
Reflections and inspiring prayers in honor of our suffering Savior. 
As the title implies, it will assist you to follow our agonizing Re- 
deemer throughout the stages of His bitter Passion. Especially 
suited for the Holy Hour, and Fridays throughout the year. 
5 cts. each; $4.00 per 100 


Conformity to the Will of God Revised edition 
A most consoling brochure showing the inestimable value of this 
virtue; it will teach you resignation in all the tribulations of this 
life and how to be happy even amidst suffering. 5 cts. each; 
$4.00 per 100 


Magnificence of the Love of God 
It explains in simple language the practice of the love of God 
and the salutary effects of perfect contrition. 5 cts. each; $4.00 
per 100 


St. Gertrude the Great 
A priest: ‘Her life is soul-inspiring and raises our hope for 
heaven a hundredfold... I have added her glorious name to my 
patron saints and given her the first place. I am sorry I did not 
get this book 50 years ago.” 10 cts. each; $8.00 per 100 


Devotion to Mary 
Advantages of veneration of the Mother of God; in what devo- 
tion to Mary consists; the Immaculate Conception. A religious: 
“Tt afforded me most delightful spiritual reading. I wish I could 
put it into the hands of every Catholic.” 10 cts. each; $8.00 
per 100 


The Rosary, My Treasure 
Beauty of the rosary prayers; reflections on the mysteries. A 
friend: ‘“‘It is really a treasure to possess such a book. I have 
enjoyed reading it.” 10 cts. each; $8.00 per 100 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and prayers. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


The Fountain of Grace and Children’s Communion 


An interesting 32-page brochure.” Timid souls, who have not 
yet realized the value of frequent Communion will find it very 
encouraging. 3 copies, 10 cts; $2.50 per 100 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





Father Paul of Moll 


\n edifyine book recounting the life and miracles of a saintly 
Flemish Benedictine, who died in the year1896. You will read with 
wonder and edification his quaint sayings and remarkable letters. 
lather aul has been called the niler-worker of the roth century, 
sO numerous were the miracles he performed during life: nor have 
they ceased with his death. 

A lay-brot eriles ‘The more I read this most interesting 
work, the more | am delighted with its contents. ‘Ihe book will be 
very acceptable and command a great sale.” 

““\ new book, which we have read with wonder and edification... 
lhe persistent variety of the wonders wrought by this thaumaturgus 
of our own day makes a delightful reading.” lve Marsa. 
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Inspiring Words of the Blessed Cure of Ars 


lhe charming simplicity of this work appeals to the mind, the 
living unction imparted by its glowing words intlames the heart. The 
Blessed ( of «sl nla profound knowled f the human heart, 


and understood how to speak convincingly and impressively in plain, 


simple lanvuage of the fundamental truths of our holy religion. Old 
and young will profit by this interesting book. 


Durably bound. Price 35 cent 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


for children from six to twelve vears: Contains Mass, 
1d Communion devotions, 
A religious teacher: **I here are few suitable prayer-books for children. The 
snot simple enough. * is in the Hearts of Little Children’ is just what 
l t think it 1 be possible to make more simple or beautiful 


ttle Children’ may well be called a 
and yet so simply does it lead them 


A Superior in Montana: *‘\\indly send me opies of ‘Jesus in the Hearts 
tle Chil n’ as soon as possil s thev are vreat demand and ] am com 


each; wholesale, 15 cents. 


Read ant Re-read. Many have asked for back numbers of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory.” \e have a quantity of odd numbers 
on hand, each containing instructive and valuable reading matter. 
hese have been sold and circulated at book-racks to the satisfaction 
of the pastor and great edification of the readers. Mailed on request 
at 6 cts. per copy. 
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